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“We made the case …that educators and school 
boards have to be much more open to reaching out to 
the entire community in the design and planning of our 
schools. Those school districts that do this well are 
seeing the direct benefit from this effort. They have 
come to realize that the school is the community - that 
the democratic aspirations of the community are lived 
daily by how people in the community come together 
to use the school as a community-wide ‘anchor.’”

U.S. Secretary of Education Richard W. Riley
March 26, 1999



Programming for Community Schools

• The State Department of Education does not 
have jurisdiction over programming for 
school facilities beyond education 
requirements. 

• The Office of School Facilities enforces only 
code and regulatory requirements.

• School Districts program their schools and 
are already overwhelmed with state and 
federal requirements.



Don’t Worry This Is Not an Attempt to Ask 
School Districts to Do More

• It is an attempt to dialogue with school 
districts and legislators to determine if there 
is merit in the community school concept. 

• If you see merit, let’s 
discuss how this 
might be 
constructed to help 
you without adding 
more bureaucracy.

Eisenhower Community Center & Elementary School
Hopkins, Minnesota
Cuningham Group Architecture, PA



Trend 1:  The “Baby Boomers vs. the “New 
Majority”

What is Occurring:
• In 1980, about 75% of this country’s school-age 

population was white.  By 2040 the combination of 
Hispanics and African-Americans will constitute the 
majority of youth

• They will, on average, come from homes where:  the 
chances of living in poverty are greater; parents are 
less likely to be well educated; access to pre-school 
experiences to develop readiness skills is limited, 
and health care is insufficient (pre-natal and natal)

Educational Facilities within the Context of a Changing 21st Century America.
By Kenneth R. Stevenson, University of South Carolina, 2006, National Clearinghouse for 
Educational Facilities
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Bolivia Elementary
2000 Census



Jessie Mae Monroe Elementary
2000 Census
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Trend 1:  The “Baby Boomers vs. the “New 
Majority”

The Issues:
• Baby boomers will have the numbers, the wealth, 

and a history of political activism that will yield great 
control over the political process.

• They will likely demand that public dollars be spent 
on health care, adult recreational facilities, and good 
roads.

Educational Facilities within the Context of a Changing 21st Century America.
By Kenneth R. Stevenson, University of South Carolina, 2006, National Clearinghouse for 
Educational Facilities



Facility Implications:
• Educational systems will find it increasingly difficult 

to get support for bond referenda.
• Schools must be full-service centers
Policy Implications:
• Educators and policymakers should explore ways to 

re-conceptualize the place called school.
• School:  a place that any member of the community, 

regardless of age, can come most any time for 
personal development, human services support, and 
human interaction.

Educational Facilities within the Context of a Changing 21st Century America.
By Kenneth R. Stevenson, University of South Carolina, 2006, National Clearinghouse for 
Educational Facilities

Trend 1:  The “Baby Boomers vs. the “New 
Majority”



U N I F I E D   N E W   O R L E A N S   P L A N
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andand

REBUILDINGREBUILDING

Concordia Architecture & PlanningConcordia Architecture & Planning



schools as 
centers of 
community

1. Enhance learning for all students
2. Schools as Centers of community
3. Involve all stakeholders
4. Maximize available resources
5. Health and Safety
6. Flexibility

Concordia Architecture & PlanningConcordia Architecture & Planning



N E X U S    P L A N N I N G
PROGRAMS

Concordia Architecture & PlanningConcordia Architecture & Planning



Shared Community Resources Could Include

• A Community Library and Media 
Center 

• K-8 Learning Center
• A Community Health Center
• Emergency Services
• A Community Garden
• A Fitness Center
• A Recycling Center
• A Transit Station
• Shops and Restaurants

Concordia Architecture & PlanningConcordia Architecture & Planning



community nexus centercommunity nexus center
Concordia Architecture & Concordia Architecture & 

PlanningPlanning



Senior Center Adult Learning
Center

Classrooms

Community 
Fitness 
Center

Community Media Center

Performing
Arts
Center

Child Care Center

Community 
Meeting 
Hall

Tishomingo County
Education Complex

Iuka, Mississippi Concordia Architecture & PlanningConcordia Architecture & Planning



Community Meeting Hall

Tishomingo County
Education Complex

Iuka, Mississippi
Concordia Architecture & PlanningConcordia Architecture & Planning



Public School Assets for Community Use

• Athletic Facilities – Gyms, Playing Fields
• Auditoriums
• Cafeterias
• Libraries
• Classrooms
• Other     

Eisenhower Community Center & 
Elementary School
Hopkins, Minnesota
Cuningham Group Architecture, PA











Websites for Community Schools

• www.edfacilities.org/rl/index.cfm (National 
Clearinghouse for Educational Facilities), see 
Preplanning

• www.cefpi.org (Council of Educational 
Facilities Planners International)

http://www.edfacilities.org/rl/index.cfm
http://www.cefpi.org/


Do Community Schools Work in
South Carolina?

If so, HOW DO WE MOVE 
FORWARD????



Good enough for yesterday will not serve 
as good enough for tomorrow.

Ted Size
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